The Springboard charity established a lo-
cal Peace Day Campaign last year to raise
awareness of the event throughout the
North.

We caught up with Angila Chada, exccu-
tive director of Springboard, who told us how
she came to be involved with the internation-
al event.

“I remember the day I decided to be part of
Peace Day,” said Angila, who is the Northern
Ireland director of the United Nations Inter-
national Day of World Peace Campaign.

“It was a beautiful summer's day and I was
walking through the Waterworks in North
Belfast and T was thinking about a documen-
tary that had moved me. It was about Jere-
my Gilley’s quest to have September 21 the
fixed date for World Peace Day every year

“] thought about it and realised how valu
able peace is and how this day should be cel-
ebrated every year."

Ciiven our recent troubled past, Angila
said it was important for this society in par
ticular to observe Peace Day.

“Peace is something that, given our histo-
1y, we should cherish, mark and celebrate in
this commumnity,” she said.

"As a society we know better than most
that a day of non-violence has unlimited pos-
sibilities and, given thal experience, we
should take a lead in strengthening the
ideals of peace, both within and among all
nations, communities and peoples by com-
memoration of Peace Day.

“It's about reflecting on our own journey in

Brian Kennedy . who will headline the International Day of Peace in the Ulster Hall

this society bul also about us as a sociely uj
preciating what other people in the world
who are experiencing conflict are going
through. Even if it is just one minute in the
day it is important to remember people in
confliet,” she continued.

“It is a time to look outwards at conflicts
around the world and say that we under-
stand and hope that there will be a time
when aid and respite can come,”

Angila went on to cite the recent Roma cri-
sis as she called for peace in our own commu-
nity.

“Itis not just about conflict in society,” she

said. “It is about conflict in the neighbour-
hoods too.

“(ilven the recent racist attacks in South
Belfast, we realise thal some people are still
having difficulty living in peace,

“On September 21, we can all come togeth-
er to celebrate the ideals of peace.”

Peace Day is also a time to look inward
and apply that ideal of peace to our own lives,
she said.

“On a smaller seale, we can also look at
conflicl in a personal sense, This is a day of
pedce in every sense and we can fransfer
that into our personal lives and make peace

the central theme of the day,”

Last year Springhoard hosted a day-long
peace concert in Belfast's Black Box. Angila
Chada hopes Lo build on that suceess this
time around and is encouraging everyone to
get involved in any way they can.

“People can sign up to support the in-
creased observance of the day. They ean ob-
serve it themselves, either privately or pub-
licly. Thal is they can join the events thut
have been organised or they can merely light
a candie and pray for world peace, it all
counts and we would encourage everyone to
get involved on some level.”




