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school wlth GCSE'S, an
IWQ in IT and an HND in
software enginee.ing.
However, while
continuing his studies.he
left baltway through and
in his ol,r words 'went on
a downwad spilal ,It \ras
at this point illaL Jason
took or a temporary job
as a t arhd in Dmisan's
pub iD Portafe.ry but two
y€irr laler he *as stil in

Alter doiDe a little

I

refl rnan
Beport by Kim Hamilton

A Poraaferry man, who was persuaded by his girlfrietrd to
parlicipate iu Sprirgboard. a cross-coErmunity, cross.bolder
organisaaioD wbicb aims to euhalce yourgpeople's cbaDces of
ebployability, has said it was a liferhanging experience atd he
is now back and ready to get his career underway.

JEsor Berry, of the deprivation, received a letter askjng
Oakland Terrace. lell Proreshtrt and cathnl'. him lo comc for inlerview

areas in grealer Bellast He was subsequent!
have suffered E dual accepted orlo the coursa
assault. \rith the imDrct andcarriedoutacreativg
o( th€ Troubles, toidre leclhologcoursewitl20
last number of y€ars. other studetrts.

Each year various "It rovmd film, drama.
progammos are ler up sound and music. It was
to of{er young people so strauge 21 3trangers
rraining and the being thown togetler",
opportunity lo Sain wo.& enth$ed J.son. .
exDerienco abroad Be added. 'We w€nt on

ilij,,

S p a i n C b o a r d
Oppoftunities Ltd, wbich
b bg8ed at Royal Avenue
in Belfast; Jalon put in an

Spdngbodd is"a unique
organisation. Sine 1992,
tt ha8 be€n the only
onduring vebicle thrlush
which both connunitr
organisations ard
Catholic and ProtestaDt
youDg irpeople from

elso expcrience things we could change.
indeDendent liviDd and We ta.lled about how we
cdh;4 diversityr; the reli and if lhere was
final phase at hom€, e/lMg niSgling u3. we
indiv iduats coDDtere a iso d id t ransi t iox
rra in ins and DreDare t ra in iDg at  St  Annes
act ioos; la !E. '  cathedral iD-ael f rs l


