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Conflict? These
visitors can relate

By Tara Murphy
GLOBE CORRESPCNDENT
Back in Belfast, William Tyrie
collects Yankees and Red Sox caps.
So when his plane touched down
at Logan Airport in mid-April, the
19-vear-old Northern Ireland na-
tive was still puzzling over why
he’d been warned to leave his Yan-
kees caps at home.
Like most of the young people

| traveling to Boston as part of the

Wider Horizons Program, Tyrie
was leaving behind a conflict even
more intractable than the rivalry
between Boston and New York.

“It can be really, really intense,”
said Tyrie, looking back at his life
in one of North Belfast’s few Prot-
estant neighborhoods from the
vantage point of his host family’s
living room here in Boston.
“Whether vou are Catholic or Prot-

| estant is reason to fight. One side

is just as bad as the other”

Tyrie’s eight-week Boston stay
with a West End host was partof a
plan by the Wider Horizons Pro-

| gram, which is sponsored by the

International Fund for Ireland, to
use job training and overseas ex-
periences to bring those two sides
closer together. Launched some 15
years ago, the program has pro-
vided 18- to 28-vear- olds from
Northern Ireland and the Repub-
lic of Ireland with internships in
ities worldwide.
This vear, Wider Horizons

| came to Boston under the auspices
| of the Irish Immigration Center, a
| nonprofit organization created in

1989 to help newly arrived immi-

| grants adjust to life in their adopt-

ed country. By design, the young
people the program ':Jrough' with
it represented their native coun-
tries’ most disadvantaged commu-
nities — the same communities,
say program administrators, in
which the political differences that
have for decades separated North-
e Ireland’s Catholics and Protes-
tants are often the most deeply en-
trenched.

“When the economics are not
there, the divisions tend to he 1.11
the more severe.” s
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Belfast’s William Tyrie, 19, in a treasured Red Sox cap.
Ireland’s religious rivalry, he says, gets “really, really intense.”

out the city.

For Tyrie, who interned. at
ROCA, Inc., a community service
agency in Chelsea, that meant
meeting young people whose
backgrounds were in some ways
surprisingly similar to his own.

According to Nicole Adame,
who directs Project Victory,
ROCA’s after-school program for
students ages 12-16, the youths
from Chelsea initially had a hard
time comprehending that the
“street problems” in their new in-
tern's community related to reli-

zion, rather than to race and cul-
ture.

But, she said, she had the im-
pression that Tyrie's experiences
back home really helped him un-
derstand the difficulties they
coped with here.

“William struggles himself, so I
think he can see the struggles in
other kids,” she mused.

Tyrie's love of American rap
music didn't hurt, either, she said.

“The kids were surprised,”
Adame recalled. “I mean, they
were just like, ‘Here’s this white
zuy from Ireland, and ke listens to
the same music we do!"”

Maureen Ridge, Tyrie's host
mother during his stay in Boston,
said that her young houseguest
from Belfast in many ways re-

minded her of her own three chil-
dren.

“Most of our conversations
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Though Tyrie managed to take
in a Red Sox game while he was in
Boston, he said it's the break from
all the fighting back home that he
appreciated the most. “There’s just
not so many people arguing over
stupid things like who's Catholic
and who's Protestant,” Tyrie said.

Ann-Marie Byrne, who coordi-
nated the host family placements
for the Boston interns, pointed out
that going home is, for this partic-
ular group of Northern Ireland
and Republic of Ireland natives,
critically important.

“Most of them were involved in
youth clubs in their own commu-
nities, so they have that trust
thing,” she said. “When they 2c
back, they will really be ambassa-
dors and leaders.”

In Tyrie’s case, that means con-
tinuing the progress he'd already
begun. About a year ago, Tyrie
said, he and friends at Forth-
spring, the cross-cultural youth
club he credits with helping him
steer clear of the conflict he saw
growing up, decided to start a
football league to bring younger
Catholics and Protestants closer
together. Many young people
signed up to play, he said. But,
Tyrie remembered, those from the
two religions refused to mix.

Finally, after about 2 week of
watching the two groups stare one
another down from opposite ends
of a football field, he and the other
captain dragged each team’s lead-
er to the opposing side.

Within a month, Forthspring
had two football teams made up ¢
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